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Executive Summary 

The UK All-Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health 

(APPG on PDRH) organised a study tour to Athens, Greece 3rd- 4th December 2016, with a 

cross party UK parliament delegation. The delegation included: Baroness Jenny Tonge, 

Baroness Jenkin, Baroness Barker, Baroness Uddin, Baroness Northover, Baroness Hodgson 

and Lord Purvis. 

The study tour was co-hosted by UNFPA with support from Merck & Co (MSD) Greece. 

The aim of the study tour was to strengthen UK Parliamentarians knowledge of family 

planning (FP), sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) service provisions in refugee 

settings and enhance the membership of the UK APPG on PDRH. 

 

 

UK delegation at the Migrant and Refugee Accommodation facility (refugee camp) in 

Oenofyta 

The UK delegation visited the Migrant and Refugee Accommodation facility (refugee camp) 

at the old Hellenic air-force base on the outskirt of Athens Saturday morning.  At the camp, 

delegates noted the living conditions, met and spoke to refugees whom were mainly from 

Afghanistan and were briefed by the Doctors of the World Greece (MDM) staff on health 

service provisions in the camp. 

In the afternoon delegates were briefed and met with a large group of organisations 

working and supporting refugees in camps in Greece. 

 



 

UK delegation NGO briefing, Hydra Restaurant, Athens 

Saturday evening the delegation visited Victoria Square in the center of Athens, where many 

refugees congregate. ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƻǎ ΨōƭǳŜ ŘƻǘΩ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ 

an unaccompanied minors (boys) drop-in center and a hostel near the square where they 

had the opportunity to note and meet with staff supporting the vulnerable women and 

young boys living in and around the square.  

 

UK delegation, Victoria Square, Athens 



 

¦Y ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ΨōƭǳŜ ŘƻǘΩ center, Victoria Square, Athens 

Sunday morning, delegates visited the Alexandra Central Government Hospital maternity 

unit, which was a referral hospital for refugees needing delivery and specialised health 

service provisions.  

 

 
UK parliamentary delegation at the Alexandra Central Government Hospital, Athens 

 

The UK parliamentary delegation wish to thank UNFPA, MDM and MSD and in particular 

Doina Bologa (UNFPAΩǎ Senior Emergency Coordinator for Greece) and Dr Emmanuel 



Alexandrakis (Associate Director, Policy & Communications for MSD Greece), for their 

generous support and organising the APPG on PDRH study tour in Greece, and Ann Mette 

Kjaerby (Parliamentary and Policy Advisor APPG on PDRH) for her advice and organisational 

skills. 

  



Background: 

 

 



 

Doctors of the World intervention in refugee/migrant hosting facilities  
MDM Greece offers Third Country Nationals access to free and qualitative healthcare when 
they arrive on the Aegean islands and mainland Greece, in accordance to their changing 



needs and the islands newly created sites. The needs of refugees are covered by ensuring 
access to free first aid kits, and in some cases providing food, clothing, blankets and sleeping 
bags. MDM GreeceΩǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ interventions, include:  
 

¶ Medical examinations  

¶ Provision of healthcare services and medicines  

¶ Psychosocial support  

¶ Identification of vulnerable groups  

¶ Referral of vulnerable groups to social welfare bodies  

¶ Distribution of first aid items  

¶ Language interpretation  
 
All sites consists of a doctor, a nurse, a midwife, a psychologist, a social worker and an 
interpreter. In parallel, dental and gynecological mobile units visit all the camps. A 
pediatrician may accompany the team if needed, providing:Lg essential needs.   



Currently MDM intervene in 33 sites in Greece, including  
Attica:  

¶ Elliniko (I, II, III), Malakasa, Schisto, Lavrio, Nea Makri  

¶ Evoia  

¶ Ritsona  

¶ Voiotia  

¶ Oinofyta  

¶ Fthiotida  

¶ Thermopyles  
 

Central Greece:  

¶ Larissa (Kipselochori)  

¶ Trikala (Atlantic)  

¶ Volos  
 

Central Macedonia:  

¶ Diavata  

¶ Lagkadikia  

¶ Oreokastro  

¶ Redestos (Vasilika)  

¶ Hope Camp  

¶ Serres  
 
Eastern Macedonia:  

¶ Kavala (Perigiali)  
 
Epirus:  

¶ Faneromeni (Ioannina)  

¶ Katsikas (Ioannina)  

¶ Konitsa  

¶ Filippiada  

¶ Tsepelovo (Ioannina)  

¶ Doliana (Ioannina)  
 
Peloponnese:  

¶ Andravida- Myrsini  
 
Chios:  

¶ Souda  
 
Lesvos:  

¶ Moria  

¶ Kara Tepe 

 

 



Refugee camp at Oenofyta (ex Hellenic air-force base), Saturday 09:00 ς 13:00 

The Parliamentary delegation were met by Doina Bologa (Senior Emergency Coordinator for 

UNFPA Greece) and Dr Emmanuel Alexandrakis (Associate Director for Policy & 

Communications at MSD Greece) at the Divani Palace Acropolis Hotel.  

 

 

 

UK delegation in hotel lobby being briefed on study tour, Divani Palace Acropolis Hotel, 

Athens 



Delegates received a brief introduction to ¦bCt!Ωǎ missions and a{5Ωǎ н-year Programme 

άaƻǘƘŜǊ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘέ, an initiative that is implemented by MDM Greece and funded by the 

άa{5 ŦƻǊ aƻǘƘŜǊǎέ Dƭƻōŀƭ DƛǾƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ Lǘǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ is to support the health 

needs of women related to pregnancy and birth, ensuring safe deliveries and appropriate 

pre and post-natal healthcare of women and babies that need it. 

The refugee situation in Greece and its challenges were discussed in that context.  

¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ crises was highlighted 

as a particular concern and migrants arriving into Greece originated from different countries 

with different cultures has also posed challenges. 

Business interests were referenced, with DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǎǳŦŦŜring major setbacks, with 

70% less tourist visiting some of the islands, due to the negative publicity that the refugee 

situation and crises had triggered.  

The final study tour programme was circulated, presented and discussed at the hotel prior 

to departure to the refugee camp.  

Due to the sensitivity and security situation in the country and in the refugee camps, 

delegates visited one camp as opposed to the three planned camps. Parliamentarians were 

asked to split into two groups and when visiting the refugee camp at the old Hellenic air-

force base, they were asked to refrain from taking photos of refugees in the facility. (Group 

1: Baroness Jenny Tonge, Baroness Northover, Baroness Hodgson and Baroness Uddin; 

Group 2: Baroness Jenkin, Baroness Barker and Lord Purvis). 

 

 

UK delegation at the refugee camp in Oenofyta 


